
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.32706a Internet-based water withdrawal assessment tool; implementation; determination
of proposed zone withdrawal; entering and printing data; working in conjunction with
online registration process; technical modifications; redesignation of stream or river;
report.
Sec. 32706a. (1) On October 1, 2008, the department shall make available for testing and evaluation an

internet-based water withdrawal assessment tool based upon the recommendations of the former groundwater
conservation advisory council and the requirements of this part. The assessment tool shall contain a
flow-based safety factor. Beginning 1 year after the effective date of the amendatory act that added this
section, the department shall implement the assessment tool.

(2) The assessment tool shall determine whether a proposed withdrawal is a zone A, zone B, zone C, or
zone D withdrawal and whether a proposed withdrawal is likely to cause an adverse resource impact based
upon whether the proposed withdrawal is from a cold river system, a cold-transitional river system, a cool
river system, or a warm river system. The assessment tool shall account for impacts due to cumulative
withdrawals as provided for in section 32706e. The assessment tool shall also distinguish the impact of a
proposed withdrawal based upon whether the proposed withdrawal is from a stream, a small river, or a large
river, subject to the following:

(a) Cool streams and warm streams with less than 3 square miles of drainage area shall be integrated into
the next largest drainage area for purposes of assessment tool determinations.

(b) Cool streams and warm streams with less than 20 square miles of drainage area and less than 1 cubic
foot per second of index flow shall be integrated into the next largest drainage area for purposes of assessment
tool determinations.

(c) Cool streams and warm streams with a drainage area of more than 3 square miles but less than 6 square
miles shall be integrated into the next largest drainage area for purposes of assessment tool determinations for
groundwater withdrawals.

(3) The assessment tool shall allow the user to enter into fields the following data related to a proposed
withdrawal:

(a) The capacity of the equipment used for making the withdrawal.
(b) The location of the withdrawal.
(c) The withdrawal source, whether surface water or groundwater.
(d) If the source of the withdrawal is groundwater, whether the source of the withdrawal is a glacial

stratum or bedrock.
(e) The depth of the withdrawal if from groundwater.
(f) The amount and rate of water to be withdrawn.
(g) Whether the withdrawal will be intermittent.
(4) The assessment tool shall contain a print function that allows the user, upon receipt of the assessment

tool's determination, to print the data submitted and the determination returned along with a date and time.
(5) The assessment tool shall work in conjunction with the online registration process and shall also allow

operation independent of the online registration process.
(6) On an ongoing basis, the department shall add verified data to the assessment tool's database from

reports submitted under sections 32707, water use conservation plans submitted under section 32708, and
permits issued under the safe drinking water act, 1976 PA 399, MCL 325.1001 to 325.1023, and other sources
of data regarding the waters of the state. Additionally, the department shall make technical modifications to
the assessment tool related to considerations of temperature, hydrology, and stream or river flow based upon a
scientific methodology adopted by order of the commission.

(7) If a person disagrees with the designation of a particular stream or river as a cold river system, a
cold-transitional river system, a cool river system, or a warm river system for use in the assessment tool or
otherwise under this part, the person may petition for a redesignation of that stream or river. The petition shall
be submitted to the commission for its review and determination.

(8) The department shall report annually to the standing committees of the legislature with jurisdiction
primarily pertaining to natural resources and the environment on the implementation of the assessment tool
and this part. This report shall include, but is not limited to, all of the following:

(a) The number of zone C withdrawal site-specific reviews requested by applicants each 12 months after
the effective date of the implementation of the assessment tool under section 32706a.

(b) The number of zone C withdrawal site-specific review determinations that resulted in changes from
zone C to zone B and the number of changes from zone C to zone A.
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(c) The number of zone C withdrawal site-specific review determinations that result in a zone D
withdrawal determination.

(d) The number of site-specific review determinations where the department failed to meet statutory
timelines.

(e) The number of registered assessment tool determinations for each zone.
(f) The number of voluntary requests for site-specific reviews that were submitted to the department and

whether the department failed to meet statutory timelines on these site-specific reviews.
(g) The number of registrations submitted to the department under this part.
History: Add. 2008, Act 185, Imd. Eff. July 9, 2008.
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